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September 4, 2003

The Honorable Ken Calvert
Chairman
Subcommittee on Water and Power
Committee on Resources
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA) offers its endorse-
ment of H.R. 2828, the Water Supply, Reliability, and Environmental Improve-
ment Act.

AMWA is an organization of the nation’s largest publicly owned drinking water
systems, represented within the association by their CEOs.  AMWA members
collectively serve more than 110 million people with safe drinking water.

Competitive Grants Program
Many metropolitan drinking water systems are grappling with enormous
infrastructure needs, estimated by the Water Infrastructure Network to be as
high as $50 billion per year nationwide.   And to make matters worse, many of
these communities, especially those in the Southeast and Southwest, are
confronted with diminishing sources of fresh water.  This requires communi-
ties to develop alternative approaches to quench the thirst of their growing
populations, who must also compete with farmers and endangered species.

Among the most effective solutions available to communities facing shortages
of fresh water are desalination, water storage and water recycling.  These
solutions are expensive, though, which is why your grant program in Title I is
so important.  It authorizes $50 million in fiscal year 2004 and $100 million
each year thereafter.  What’s more, Title I encourages improved water use
efficiency, improved water quality and regional solutions to water resource
problems.

The CALFED Program
It is extremely important that the CALFED Program be reauthorized this year,
and we appreciate your commitment to moving the process along. Intense
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pressure continues to stress California’s existing water resources.  The program, how-
ever, can never realize its potential without authorization and adequate funding.

We look forward to working with you on this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Diane VanDe Hei
Executive Director


